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Session 4 - The Purpose of a CMA Chapter 

As you begin to grow in your new life with Christ, The Christian Motorcyclists Association has a great place to 

belong. Each CMA member is encouraged to become involved in a local chapter. Our local chapters are families that 

provide care, fellowship opportunities, and a team approach to outreach ministry. Obviously, CMA exists to spread 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost, primarily in the motorcycling community, but much more goes on in the day to 

day life of a CMA chapter than you might think. Let’s take a few moments to answer some basic questions about 

CMA chapters.  

What purpose does a CMA chapter serve? 

A CMA chapter has a threefold purpose that equips its members to fulfill the very essence of what CMA is all about. 

These purposes are to:  

• Encourage members to be active in testimony and Christian witnessing to all motorcyclists. 

• Provide an evangelistic association for motorcycling. 

• Provide a Christian fellowship riding group. 

Every chapter member should be involved in one or more of these four areas:  

• Fellowship: Visiting and serving. 

• Discipleship: Mentoring and growing people. 

• Prayer: Sincerely seeking and lifting up. 

• Evangelism: Going out. 

Why is being involved in a local chapter important? 

We believe each member has a place of service in a local chapter and each member can add value to that chapter by 

being involved. CMA members are encouraged to become involved in a local chapter for many reasons. The 

involvement of every CMA member in a local chapter will increase the effectiveness of this ministry by having a 

better and more organized membership. The integrity of CMA in the motorcycling community will expand and 

strengthen at a considerably higher level when we work as members of a team in the local chapter. The working 

structure of CMA is set up to allow individual members to minister in the areas they are called to; the local chapter 

provides a great support structure that will help strengthen and provide avenues of opportunity to do this. We believe 

each member has a vital part in helping grow our chapters to be the best God has intended for them to become. 

Without your involvement in a local chapter, this ministry is missing out on what you have to offer.  

I’m new to CMA; will I fit in with the local chapter? 

Everyone started CMA as a new member. Chapter members come from all walks of life, ride all types of 

motorcycles, and even worship at different churches. A CMA chapter is the perfect place to join with other Christian 

riders, who not only minister to the secular motorcycling community but also to the CMA members themselves. The 

support you receive from the local chapter will prove beneficial in many ways as you become involved and grow 

within the ministry through CMA. You can rest assured you will find a place to fit within the local chapter.  

Are there any requirements you must meet to be considered an active chapter member? 
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In addition to being an active CMA National member, to be considered an active chapter member you must also meet 

the following requirements. 

• Attend at least three chapter meetings in the previous six months.  

• Wear only the CMA back patch or logo for a period of six months prior to an election. Anyone wearing any 

back patch (Christian or secular) other than the official CMA back patch is considered to be a guest of the 

local chapter.  

• Meet the minimum of 18, for nominating, voting, or holding a chapter office. 

What is the benefit of being an active chapter member? 

In addition to working and growing with other like-minded Christians, an active chapter member is eligible to vote 

on issues in the chapter as well as be nominated or elected to an officer position. If you are not an active chapter 

member, you are considered a guest of the chapter and you are not allowed to vote or hold an officer position in the 

chapter.  

How do CMA chapters operate? 

In order for our CMA chapters to remain consistent with the vision and structure of CMA, a Chapter Constitution has 

been developed by the Board of Directors. CMA chapters are to operate according to this Chapter Constitution. 

Chapters must also work in cooperation with CMA leadership. We’ll review part of the Chapter Constitution as 

found in the CMA Handbook. 

• Article 1. The chapter shall be known as “_____” of the Christian Motorcyclists Association.  

• Article 2. All members of the chapter must be members of CMA and agree to follow the CMA 

Chapter Purpose.  

• Article 3. The chapter is an interdenominational organization open to all religious beliefs 

provided they comply with the teaching of Jesus Christ as set forth in the Bible.  

• Article 4. Chapter membership is open to all Christians regardless of national origin.  

• Article 5. There will be no dues/fees required for chapter membership. Chapters are to be 

self-supporting through donations and approved fund-raising projects. (Tax-deductible gifts 

can only be received through CMA National.)  

• Article 6. Elected chapter officers will consist of: President, Vice President, Secretary*, 

Treasurer*, Road Captain, and Chaplain. (*The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be 

combined if needed.) 

Keeping our chapters consistent is an important factor in maintaining the integrity of CMA. 
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How/Where can I find a local chapter? 

You can visit the CMA National website at cmausa.org to search for chapter information in your local area. You can 

also contact your State Coordinator and he will put you in touch with a local chapter. You can find the State 

Coordinator’s contact information on the website or in the HeartBeat. 

What if there is no chapter nearby? 

There is the possibility that there may not be a chapter in your town. We encourage you to contact your State 

Coordinator if this is the case. Your State Coordinator will help you find the nearest chapter and help get you 

involved there or with other active CMA members in your area. Your State Coordinator will also be able to provide 

information regarding starting a forming chapter in your area if there is not one within a reasonable distance or 

proximity to you. 

Do I belong in a local chapter? 

You may be asking yourself the question, “What is my part in this ministry called CMA?” God is certainly at work in 

the world today. His Spirit is leading and His Kingdom is advancing, moving, and pushing back the darkness each 

day. Yet many of us wait on the sidelines asking ourselves the question, “Should I be involved somehow in what God 

is doing in the world?” We wonder, “Do I have a role in the work of God?” and more specifically, “Should I have a 

part in the ministry work of my local CMA chapter?” We hold back sometimes, wrongly thinking God’s work, even 

the ministry of CMA, is only for a select few. Perhaps we question, “Does my local CMA chapter or even the Body 

of Christ really need me?” We see many other believers involved in the work of God and think, “With so many other 

Christians around, of what importance could my life possibly be, and do I have anything I can offer?”     

The answer to all of these questions is a resounding “Yes!” You do have a part in the work of God. You do 

have a place in the body of Christ. You do have an important role in the ministry of CMA at your local chapter.  

After we have truly experienced God’s love and grace in our lives through salvation, we begin to attempt to walk in 

the “newness of life” (Romans 6:4, KJV). God places in our lives a desire to serve Him and a drive to follow after 

His will. Our love and appreciation for all God has done for us starts to translate into a willingness to serve Him, 

willingly and whole heartedly, (2 Corinthians 5:14). God wants to use you, a unique and special part in His 

body, to perform the specific function He has designed you for.  

Each part has a special function.  

There are thousands of parts in your motorcycle. Each part on our motorcycles has a name, a part number, and a 

function. The individual parts on our bikes are designed and crafted according to their function. In order for the 

motorcycle to be exactly as the designer intended it to be, all the parts need to be in place and functioning.  

The body of Christ can be compared to a motorcycle. Similar to a motorcycle the body of Christ is made up of many 

different parts, yet they all fit and function together. Think of this metaphor as you read Romans 12:1-5.  

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy 

sacrifice -- the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? 
2 
Don't copy 

the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. 

Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really 

is. 
3 
As God's messenger, I give each of you this warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves, measuring your 

value by how much faith God has given you. 
4 
Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special 

function, 
5 
so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And 

since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others.” (NLT). 
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Beginning in verse 1, we are asked to give our bodies to Christ. This giving is of our complete lives, everything we 

are and everything we possess. We are to think of this giving of ourselves to God as a living sacrifice. And after all 

Christ has done for us, it seems the only right thing to do.  

When we realize Jesus gave everything to rescue us, our only fitting response is to give ourselves to Him. When we 

totally surrender our lives to Christ, to His will and His plans, we begin to become a functioning part of His body. 

When we surrender ourselves, we begin to play our part in the work of God. If there is not willingness 

on our part, we will never become a functioning part of the body of Christ.   

In verse 2, we are instructed not to try to copy the customs and behaviors of those around us, but in turn, to let God 

shape us into the part He wants us to become. God’s transformation process in your life is making you into the part of 

the body for which you were originally designed. As God is forging and molding us, it is very important to be patient 

and let our Maker change us, even our thought processes. If we take over the shaping process and follow a design we 

might see around us in the world, we will end up not fitting in exactly where we are supposed to. By allowing God to 

transform you into the part He designed, you start to see what He wants you to do and how wonderful His plan for 

your life is.  

As you surrender your life to Christ, and begin to allow God to transform you into what He is making you to be, it is 

important to keep the right concept of yourself (Romans 12:3). We are to be a part of the body and not out on our 

own. We are encouraged to be honest in our estimation of our own importance. Each of us are very important in the 

body of Christ, yet none of us are more important to the work of God than any others. There is no room for pride 

or arrogance in the functioning Body of Christ. We are each vital members and have important roles, none 

greater in the eyes of God than the others.  

One body - Many parts. 

In Romans, the Scripture gives us this comparison, “Just as our bodies have many parts, and each part has a special 

function, so it is with Christ’s body” (Romans 12:4, NLT). The picture is a vivid one. Just as our human bodies have 

hundreds of parts of all different shapes, sizes, colors, tissue make-up, and functions, the body of Christ is composed 

of many people, their lives unique and diverse. Just as each part in our physical body was designed and placed by 

God for a specific task, each member of the body of Christ has a special function.  

“For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for 

us long ago” (Ephesians 2:10, NLT). 

It is also the same with your motorcycle. Your bike has many, many parts. And each part has been carefully designed 

by engineers and manufacturers to perform a specific function. If all of the parts to your motorcycle were 

disassembled, not one thing connected to another and spread out on the ground before you, you wouldn’t be riding 

anywhere. But if those many parts are joined together the way they were intended and they each begin to perform 

their own special function, you can begin to hear the engine roar and you are on your way down the highway.  

This metaphor comparing the people involved in the work of God as with a human body is found throughout the New 

Testament. Of course, we know the body of Christ is made up of people, not organizations, buildings, or programs. 

Those who have responded to God’s invitation in Christ are called out from among all humanity to fulfill God’s will 

in a new community. Each of us responds to that invitation individually, but once we respond, we become part of a 

greater company. We are suddenly members of a new community, linked intimately to other men and women who 

have joined their lives to Jesus. All believers are “members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise 

of Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:6b, NIV). Each of us is linked to Christ and one another. We function together in 

our CMA chapters as the body of Christ, each member an important part.  
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God’s design - One body. 

The fact is each of us are a part of the body of Christ, and each of us have a special function as designed by God 

Himself. Our part in the body of Christ began when God chose us in Christ to be adopted into His family (Ephesians 

1:4,5). We can’t push or buy our way into God’s family. We are a part of His body, because He chose us and planned 

it this way. As the Scripture stated, it all begins in Christ and through Him all things are made.  

Our part in the work of God begins with knowing Christ and having a relationship with Him. As we grow in that 

relationship with Christ, we receive nourishment and strength and become the healthy member of the body we are 

designed by God to become.      

Look again at Romans 12:5. This verse presents us with four distinct ideas regarding our part in Christ’s body.  

“So it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we 

are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others.” (NLT). 

We are all parts of one body.  

With as many parts as there are, it is important to remember we are all parts of one body. There is only one body of 

Christ in the world; you are either a part of it or you are not. We are tempted at times to pull away from others who 

are involved in the work of God. We cite our differences and disagreements. We wrongly believe at times we are 

separate bodies both somehow serving the will of God. What we fail to realize at times, is God has designed for all of 

His children, all of the members of His body, to function together as one body.  

“The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 

Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into 

Christ's body by one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, NLT). 

We are called to serve the purpose of Christ, His will and His Kingdom, in unity and peace with the 

rest of His body. When we deviate from that design, even in the slightest, we seek to form our own bodies, 

separate from the design and purpose of the Creator. This type of division cripples the cause of Christ. When the 

unsaved notice our denominations, ministries, churches, and even chapters cannot get along, our message is 

concealed. To put it another way, we cannot honestly share the life changing grace of God to others when we are not 

unified and functioning as parts of the body of Christ. There is one body of Christ and all of its members were 

designed to function together.  

We all have different work to do. 

In the midst of our unity, there is great diversity. The body of Christ is the most varied group of people there is. We 

come from all walks of life, all ethnicities, and all economic backgrounds. We have various languages, different 

pasts, and many points of views. Our skill sets and talents are widely varied. Some of us are good with words while 

others are good with their hands. Some can perform while others prefer to stay in the background. Some are dreamers 

while others are organizers.  

When you step back and look at the diversity in the body of Christ, it makes you wonder how we could ever function 

together. But that’s just the way God planned it. He designed us so vastly different so each of us could be used in the 

specific role He has just for us. With this in mind, we need to understand all tasks in the work of God are equally 

important. Serving and sacrificing are just as important as high profile functions. Each of us has a different job to do, 

and we should remember this when faced with the temptation to become envious of someone else’s ministry or 

function. We are specifically designed for the function God has for us, not necessarily for another’s. 

We belong to each other.  
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Interconnectedness between the members of the body is a very interesting concept. The scriptures indicate when you 

are a part of the body of Christ, you voluntarily give up some of your personal rights. When the Scriptures say, 

“…You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body” (1 

Corinthians 6:19b; 6:20; also 7:23, NLT), it is clear our personal will and freedoms must take a backseat to the will 

and purpose of Christ.  

How the other parts of the body are doing and functioning should be very important to me. In fact, since we are many 

parts of one body, when one of us suffers, we all do. When one triumphs we all do (1 Corinthians 12:26,27, NLT). 

When one isn’t fully functioning in the special purpose God designed, the whole ceases to function correctly.  

The over-arching theme in the body of Christ should be love. A climate of love is absolutely basic to any 

part of the body of Jesus Christ. Without such caring and reaching out to touch one another’s lives, any chapter will 

fall tragically short of God’s intended experience of His “good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2, NLT). 

Belonging to one another means you have to be patient with each other, making allowances for each other’s faults, all 

because of our love for each other. The key to a healthy body where each part does its special work is 

the love of Christ that connects us to each other. When we work to be united with the Holy Spirit and we 

work to be at peace with each other, we begin to function as Jesus intended. 

We need each other. 

Just as the circulatory system needs the respiratory system and the digestive system in the body, likewise, we are 

dependent on each other in the body of Christ. On your motorcycle the engine can never do its job without fuel 

delivery lines and electrical systems to provide the spark.  

Not only do members of the body of Christ love each other, we are dependent on each other. We need one another 

for companionship, for encouragement, for correction at times. We are dependent on each other not only for times 

when we are in need, but our very function at times depends on how well we bond together. In God’s design, you 

cannot function as intended all by yourself. We need each other and what the other chapter members can contribute 

to our lives and the work of God around us. The ministry of Jesus was never meant to be carried on individually. It is 

a team effort…a body effort. In order for us to get the job done, we need all parts of the whole, involved and active, 

functioning as they were created. As a member of CMA, we need you as an active vital part of a chapter. 
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Four functions of a healthy chapter. 

While there are a wide variety of functions and abilities in each CMA chapter there are certain functions of critical 

importance. These areas of ministry are so important; each one must be present in a CMA chapter.  

As this training continues in the next four sessions, we will begin to discuss the four key functions of a healthy 

chapter. Fellowship, discipleship, prayer and evangelism are important functions critical in the body of Christ and 

key in the development of a healthy CMA chapter. In order for us to function in the way God has designed us, we 

each must determine into which of these four key functions we fit. As we learn about these functions their biblical 

basis and practical applications, please be in prayer and allow God to speak to you about where you fit best. 


